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The Regulation of Digital Technologies

WHY THIS SEMINAR

 What is the state? and the information platform
that is the state

Vagelis Papakonstantinou

Archipelago,

° W h at | S th e E U 7 A political philosophy based on information

and its processing

« What is the digital world?
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but, first, on a ‘technical’ matter:

How to read Archlpelago

« Corpus first, Notes in support =

J_/_\‘K

CORPUS e ~ NOTES

The main text 2 ( *> Explanatory text
BN

3 S —
= . . : —==(9
== 26 chapters T e > Asterlske'd = g A Further discussion ©

== = 5 paragraph titles Q) of selected
: : e paragraphs -
: @ Numbered Onl b :
! S U fab T orod LU > nly paragraphs |y e . b
This is the text ks 8 marked with * 1 ‘ Bibliopaplived] Context and

1=

to read 9 are further = feotmotes sources in
continuously. Foo.tnotes used only discussed in support of
for internal 10 iheNotes. = Suppo
cross-references L i T'he Notes elaborate only on the main text.
the asterisked paragraphs.
TN =1 == =
1 1/ ] Read the Corpus as the main text —> e consult the Notes when an asterisk appears. { T
(= | —
° — - — - — — — ¢ - — — — _ — — e

K = paragraph further discussed in the Notes
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WHAT IS THE STATE?

The state as the necessary third party in human communication

L State - N\

AS INFORMATION PLATFORM

*

REGISTRY / RECORDS
The state creates, stores,
and warrants information
about persons.

s / THE STATE PROVIDES INDIVIDUALISATION \
( N4 )

NAME CITIZENSHIP
A unique | A legal bond
identifying linking the person y ik
L marker. to the state. : B Tk HoBBES
S MALMESBVRY -
! 3 Ay
o 0 === COMMUNICATIONIPOSSIBLE" === === > 0
Individual A SNV THROUGHITHE STATE Individual B
RECOGNISED PERSON RECOGNISED PERSON
*

By individualising humans through name and citizenship, the state makes communication and social life possible.
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'PANTHALAm

INFORMATICA

. ——

WHAT IS THE EU?

Archipelagos: the EU as the first platform for platforms

The first archipelago of states

State A State B
BEFORE THE = 0 " X States remain separate
i s i A /  information platforms.
ARCHIPELAGO lige «- gl
= ST -~ No common
STATES IN A S { 2} individualisation
‘STATE OF NATURE’ " mechanism.

\ | /\ States remain effectively
v |l w .
a in a state of nature.

THE EU ARCHIPELAGO /
ARCHIPELAGO / PLATFORM FOR PLATFORMS _
PLATFORM FOR - .' it et
PLATFORMS = B @& 9
1. Interoperability 2. Shared meaning / 3. Coordination 4. Recognition
i commonrules : of states
The EU individualises states at a higher level.
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" States operate in relation

RESULT / "'_’__ ------ " _.\ throu?h the EU framework.
THE FIRST o4 States become linked e s

1 Identity respected.
ARCHIPELAGO without ceasing to be states.

— — Structured plurality:

many states, one archipelago.

The EU is the first archipelago: m Interoperability,
a Being that individualises and links states as a platform for platforms. not full integration.
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WHAT IS THE DIGITAL WORLD?

An artificial world (analogue world vs digital world);

A simulacrum - but not really;

A milestone moment for humanity equivalent to the invention of writing;

Information in the digital world is infinite.
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A new political philosophy system

(1) An informational viewpoint:
“Everything is information; Life is information processing”

(2) that assumes only Beings (humans & animals: they can and will process information),
Things (they cannot process information) and artificial Beings (they can process
information but have no will of their own)

(i_’))twh)ere humans need to augment their information processing (individualised by
states),

(4) and states are information platforms for their “citizens”,

Opens up new viewpoints on topics such as borders, territory, sovereignty, rights, the law,
property, or freedom.

VB
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Thank you!

Vagelis.Papakonstantinou@vub.be
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